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1 year of Inclusive Government in Zimbabwe: the European Union must keep pressure for reform and support Government watchdogs

10 February 2010 Brussels, Belgium

After one year of Inclusive Government in Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwe Europe Network calls on the European Union to uphold its common measures on Zimbabwe. According to the Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN), the Inclusive Government, comprising Robert Mugabe's Zanu PF and the MDC parties has failed to fulfil the requirements it set itself in the Global Political Agreement. There is therefore no reason to remove the EU measures against Zimbabwe, which include a travel ban and an asset freeze for individuals involved in human rights abuses and an asset freeze on some companies.

ZEN expresses its concern over statements by senior members of Zanu PF in December 2009 that there will be no further progress in negotiations until “sanctions” are removed and “pirate radio stations” are banned. ZEN calls on the European Union and its member states to continue and increase the watchdog role of civil society and the media.

“For as long as Zimbabwe maintains unacceptable media laws, violating basic international standards, it is necessary to have alternatives in the form of broadcasters and newspapers from outside the country”, Tor Hugne Olsen, the ZEN coordinator said. Mr Olsen went on: “For as long as the violence persists, and the rule of law has not been restored, it is necessary to maintain the targeted measures against those who block progress”.

The Global Political Agreement (GPA) was signed in September 2008 and commits the Inclusive Government to inter alia: “resolving once and for all the current political and economic situations and charting a new political direction for the country”. After continued violence and intimidation, the Inclusive Government was eventually formed on the 11th of February 2009, raising the hopes for political and socio-economic stabilisation and reform. ZEN is, however, disappointed at the slow progress in implementing the GPA, particularly in those areas directly in the hands of the Inclusive Government such as de-politicising and demilitarising state institutions. ZEN notes with serious concern that most of the violations of the GPA have been committed by Zanu PF.

“While we support positive developments in parliament such as discussions on amendments to the draconian Public Order and Security Acts, which should be amended as a priority, we question the commitment of Zanu PF to real reforms in Zimbabwe” ZEN coordinator, Tor Hugne Olsen commented. “Human rights defenders, including journalists and trade unionists, are charged on baseless grounds by the Zanu PF-controlled Attorney General, enforced disappearances and torture of MDC activists, and restrictions on fundamental freedoms through the use of draconian laws continue”.

The Zimbabwe Europe Network recommends to the EU:

1. That all targeted measures against individuals and companies violating human rights and the rule of law be kept in place.

2. That foreign-based media outlets servicing the Zimbabwean population be supported until free and independent media are allowed and are operating effectively in Zimbabwe.

3. That humanitarian and infrastructural aid to the people of Zimbabwe be increased.

4. That civil society formations in Zimbabwe be supported in order to strengthen the transition towards a new Zimbabwe in issues of the constitution, transitional justice and national healing.

5. That a comprehensive civil service, assets and debt audit in Zimbabwe be supported.

6. That the EU advocate and support for the SADC and the AU take a more robust and proactive approach to the impasse blocking the implementation of the GPA.

For more information contact Tor-Hugne Olsen on mobile +44 77 23 619 483.

ZEN is a network of European secular, faith-based and developmental organisations with programmes of support and/or presence on the ground in Zimbabwe. The network seeks to bring the demands, views and aspirations of Zimbabwean civil society into European policy formulation on Zimbabwe. More information about the network and its earlier statements can be found on www.ZimbabweEurope.org
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