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11 October 2010

Dear Partners

Re:
Invitation to a Civil Society Consultation Meeting, 21 October, Harare

On behalf of ActionAid International Zimbabwe (AAIZ), ActionAid International Denmark (AAI DK) and Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN), I hereby kindly invite you or a senior representative from your organisation to a Civil Society Consultation Meeting scheduled for Thursday 21 October in Harare, from 0900 to 1330hrs at a venue to be advised soon. 

The main purpose of the meeting is to give Civil Society (CSOs) representatives an opportunity to identify and reflect on the most critical issues that should be addressed by the Donor Community in relation to transitional process in Zimbabwe, including the implementation of the Global Political Agreement. The expected output of this meeting would be a draft position paper with recommendations to be submitted to the Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN) and its membership in Denmark, including AA Denmark.  

The Zimbabwe Europe Network is a network of European NGOs and agencies working in or on Zimbabwe, formed in October 2008, shortly after the signing of the Global Political Agreement. ZEN works in close collaboration with civil society partners in Zimbabwe to lobby European institutions and member states on issues relating to Zimbabwe's re-engagement with Europe and IGOs / international institutions.

As you may be aware, there will be a Donors Conference on Zimbabwe on 10 December 2010 in Copenhagen. The Donor Conference will be organised by the Friends of Zimbabwe / Fishmonger group hosted by the Danish Foreign Ministry. 

Civil Society in Europe, through the Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN) would organise a CSO conference in Copenhagen on 9 December 2010. ZEN and its membership in Denmark would invite CSOs representatives from Zimbabwe to participate at this crucial CSOs conference, which will present a CSO position paper to the Donors Conference. ZEN’s membership, in solidarity with CSOs in Zimbabwe, intends to use the Donors Conference as a platform to influence the Donors strategies for engaging with the inclusive Government of Zimbabwe on the transitional to democracy.

Your participation at this meeting would be most appreciated. Please confirm your participation with Gracious Madyira as soon as possible. 

Details regarding the draft programme would be send you be send to you in due course. 

Yours sincerely

Dr Tsitsi Choruma

AAIZ Country Director 

Cc: AAI Denmark and ZEN
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