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Zimbabwe two years after the signing of the Global Political Agreement,

What is the situation and how can Europe assist?

Roundtable conference in the European Parliament 

Hosted by Ana Gomes, MEP, S&D Party [Portugal]

Organised by Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN) with presentations by Zimbabwean civil society leaders and European decision-makers

European Parliament Room Altiero Spinelli [ASP] 7F 387

14 September 2010, 1400-1700 hours.

Programme:

1400 hours
Opening by Ana Gomes, MEP, S & D (Portugal) and 



McDonald Lewanika, Coordinator, Crisis Coalition of Zimbabwe

1420 hours
Global Political Agreement (GPA) two years on, what changes are there?



Irene Petras, Director, Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights on behalf of the Civil 

Society Monitoring Mechanism (CISOMM)

1430 hours
What has been the contribution of the EU? Roger Moore, Director for Horn of Africa, East and Southern Africa, Indian Ocean and Pacific, DG Development in the EU Commission and Annick de Smedt, Belgian Foreign Office,  Representing the office of the EU High Representative of Foreign Affairs

1440 – 1500
Discussion

1500 hours
Gertrude Hambira, Secretary General of GAPWUZ the farmworkers' union will present the film “House of Justice” on the plight of farm workers after the signing of the GPA

1520 hours
Gideon Shoko, Deputy Secretary General of the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) will talk about the situation for the workers after the signing of the GPA

1530 hours
Dr. Filip Kaczmarek, MEP, EPP (Poland) outlines the European Parliament's current 

and past engagement on and with Zimbabwe

1540 hours
What is the way forward by Machinda Marongwe, Programs Director, National Association of Non-Governmental Organisations (NANGO) and Judith Sargentini MEP Greens (Netherlands)? 

1600 - 1640
Discussion / questions

1640

Closing by Dr. Steve Kibble, Chairperson, ZEN and Ana Gomes, MEP

1700

ENDS

BACKGROUND:

Zimbabwe's last election was held in March 2008, and the opposition MDC parties won a majority of the contested seats in the parliamentary elections and won control of most of the local councils.

The candidate of the MDC (T) party Morgan Tsvangirai won the presidential elections. However, after having counted the votes for more than a month, the electoral commission declared that Tsvangirai had not won an outright majority and there would therefore be a second round between Morgan Tsvangirai and the sitting president Robert Mugabe of ZANU pf.

The run up to this second round was marred by violence with hundreds of MDC (T) supporters being killed and tortured. Tsvangirai was unable to hold political meetings, and was forced to withdraw before the elections took place. Mugabe was declared elected as Zimbabwe's president after the June vote.

The international community condemned the so-called elections and internationally facilitated negotiations agreed, which led to the signing of the Global Political Agreement (GPA) by the leaders of the three parliamentary parties, Robert Mugabe, Morgan Tsvangirai and Arthur Mutambara of the MDC (M) on 15 September 2008. Civil society was not invited to participate and has in varying degrees been critical of the GPA.

The Zimbabwe Europe Network was formed in October 2008 shortly after the signing of the GPA, to monitor the development of cooperation between the new administration and Europe / the international community, in collaboration with civil society organisations in Zimbabwe. In particular ZEN is examining whether the performance of the new Inclusive Government (IG) merited the removal of the current targeted measures.

After the signing of the GPA, new negotiations took place, despite major outbreaks of regime-inspired violence, including disappearances and murder, before Zimbabwe's so-called “Inclusive Government” was inaugurated in February 2009. As all three parliamentary parties participate, this means there is currently no political opposition in the Zimbabwean parliament.

Zimbabwean civil society formed the Civil Society Monitoring Mechanism (CISOMM) after the inauguration of the IG to monitor the Government's adherence to the GPA. CISOMM issues reports on the adherence of the IG to the GPA every two months.

Two years after the signing of the GPA ZEN sees it as necessary to take stock and look at ways forward. We have therefore worked closely on this with civil society in Zimbabwe so as to make an assessment along with the leading politicians and officials in Europe that work on Zimbabwe.

The participants in this meeting will be civil society leaders in Zimbabwe who have a long-standing commitment to the social and political improvement of their country. They are all linked to CISOMM and will present the report of CISOMM for the first six months of 2010.

Participation

There is a limited number of places allocated for external persons.

Persons interested that do not have an own badge to the Parliament must contact ZEN to apply for one of these places. Priority will be given to representatives of ZEN's member organisations if there is not enough room.

