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Program, Zimbabwe Round Table

Rue de la Science 15 / Mundo B 2 June 2010

June 1st Norway is host for the “Friends of Zimbabwe” informal donor group meeting. To highlight Zimbabwean civil society concerns over Zimbabwe, Entraide & Fraternite will together with the European umbrella organisations ZEN (Zimbabwe Europe Network) be hosting a round table for Zimbabwean counterparts on 2 June where they will share hopes and fears for their country, as has been shared with the donors in Oslo.

Background.

Zimbabwe's former sole ruling and opposition parties have under a ‘Global Political Agreement’ (GPA) formed an ‘Inclusive Government’ (IG) leaving the country with no parliamentary opposition. In this situation the main critical voices come from civil society.

The major donors have since 2002 taken a number of measures against the Zimbabwean regime, following gross human rights violations in the run up to the 2002 presidential election. The IG is calling for an end to such measures given the new political dispensation. By contrast, civil society warns that the situation has not changed along anticipated lines, and hence, measures should stay and that government and donors should focus rather on delivery to the population.

Focus of the roundtable.

The political situation in Zimbabwe is still volatile. The economic situation has, however, shown some improvement since the scrapping of the local currency and allowing trading in international currencies. Inflation which was running in millions of percent has declined spectacularly and there is a measure of predictability in the financial sphere. 

There are worries, however, that government strategy is to use such limited economic improvement in an attempt to persuade donors to make concessions before substantive political changes occur. On the ground arbitrary arrests and limitations to the freedom of assembly and association persist, and there has been no freeing up of space for independent  media. Equally, there have been no substantial changes to prepare for free and fair elections. Zimbabwean and Norwegian civil society is therefore keen to have a dialogue with the donors on priorities.

The round table will highlight the current political situation in Zimbabwe in crucial areas where donors have criticised Zimbabwe, especially on electoral law and practice and human rights. In addition there will be a session where the civil society actors will discuss with the representatives of the EU Commission who were present in Oslo the outcomes of the meeting there.

Participation.

The main umbrella organisations representing Zimbabwean civil society will participate with some of the most prominent civil society leaders in today's Zimbabwe. These include the National Association of Non Governmental Organisations (NANGO), Crisis Coalition of Zimbabwe and Christian Alliance.

Programme:

Venue: The first session will be at the DG Development in Rue de la Science 15, while the two last sessions will be at ZEN offices in Mundo B, Rue d'Edimbourg 26, BRUSSELS

Time: 1000-1300 

1000 – 1130 The role of the donors – feed back from the recent donor meeting on Zimbabwe in Norway 1 June

Claudia Wiedey-Nippold, Head of Unit, Southern Africa, EU Commission

1145 – 1245
Zimbabwe heading for elections – what is the situation?

McDonald Lewanika, Co-ordinator, Crisis Coalition 

Dadirai Chikwengo, Chairperson NANGO

1200 – 1300
What can Belgium and the international community do?

Claude Mormont, Africa Director, Entraide & Fraternite

Useni Sibanda, Executive Director, Zimbabwe Christian Alliance



