Dear Comrades/Sisters and Brother

I bring Solidarity Greetings from the Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN), comprising more than 20 member organisations across 10 European countries, including a number of trade unions.  
We are delighted to be here with you today, to bring a solidarity message to the ZCTU for your 7th National Congress.

ZEN aims to inform and influence European Union and her member countries and other European countries policy toward Zimbabwe.  We seek to ensure that the views and demands of Zimbabwean trade unions and civil society are heard and listened to in European policy and priorities for Zimbabwe.

We were delighted that the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) accepted the invitation to be part of the Zimbabwe National Reference Group of ZEN.

ZCTU brings an important and distinctive voice and experience to ZENs discussion and deliberations.

The independent trade union movement of Zimbabwe plays a key role in the life of the nation. You have been and are a voice and light for rights and justice. You are an organisation that puts ideals into practice.

We stand with you in continuing efforts for not only civil and political rights, important as these are, but also most importantly social and economic rights and justice.

You organise and mobilise in a difficult and demanding context.

Through your efforts the reality and causes of the crisis in Zimbabwe have become better known and understood across the region and internationally.
It was the southern Africa trade union movement that took action to prevent the unloading of arms from China after the first round of the presidential election of 2008. 

We support your demand that the resources and potential of Zimbabwe be used for the benefit of all Zimbabweans.

Ordinary Zimbabweans did not cause the economic and political crisis in Zimbabwe. Just as ordinary citizens around the world did not cause the global economic crisis. It is it not ordinary people who should have to pay for what they did not cause. The ordinary Zimbabwean should not be suffering.

For Zimbabwe to improve, to recover it is vital there be decent jobs, employment and training opportunities. Zimbabwe’s greatest resource is its people. The investment priority should be to support the people in Zimbabwe, in work.   
We want and need your input into our deliberations, our positions. We greatly value hearing your voice. We are with you today yes, but also in the weeks and months ahead as you organise and mobilise for the needs and rights of ordinary Zimbabweans, best wishes for your conference.  May you emerge from it even stronger and be assured of our continuing support. Solidarity is a fundamental part of the trade union movement. Our solidarity is based on shared values and a common vision, of better, fairer more just and sustainable Zimbabwe and world.

Lastly, we would also like to express good wishes to the outgoing Secretary General Wellington Chibebe. But of course for us based in Brussels it is not only a farewell, but also a welcome.

We know you will be busy in your new job, but trust we will continue our cooperating in your new position!!

Thank you again to ZCTU for inviting us to attend your conference and very best and heartfelt wishes from all the members of the Zimbabwe Europe Network.
Bulawayo 20 August 2011 
Tor-Hugne Olsen

Coordinator
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