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ZIMBABWE CONFERENCE:

DONOR RE-ENGANGEMENT, WAY FORWARD TOWARDS A BETTER ZIMBABWE?

Venue: Broederlijk Delen

Huidevettersstraat / Rue des Tanneurs 165

1000 BRUSSELS 

18 NOVEMBER 2009

14:00-17:00 hours

The Zimbabwe Europe Network (ZEN) is hosting a conference in Brussels for all actors interested in the development of Zimbabwe. The conference will provide a platform for representatives of Zimbabwean civil society to put forward their views and discuss the role the international community should play in ending the crisis in Zimbabwe. The European Commission will also make a presentation on its current policies regarding Zimbabwe and elaborate on the steps required to normalise relations with the Government of Zimbabwe. Preliminary reading for the conference incluedes the  paper presented by ZEN at the Friends of Zimbabwe Donor Conference in Berlin held on October 26, 2009.

(http://www.zimbabweeurope.org/sites/default/files/ZEN%20Document%20for%20Donor%20Conference%2026%2010%202009.doc) 

PROGRAM:

14:00
Welcome, Tor-Hugne Olsen, ZEN Coordinator

Panel 1: Current situation in Zimbabwe and way forward.

Since the MDC (T) disengaged from the Inclusive Government on October 16, Zimbabwe witnessed a surge in arrests and violence creating fears of a return to the post-elections environment of 2008. Following two weeks of intensive negotiation culminating in a SADC mission to Zimbabwe and a SADC Troika Summit held in Maputo, the MDC faction led by Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai decided to return to Government on November 6, 2009. Will recent developments lead to lasting improvements or is this still ZANU PF/ SADC buying time?

14:05
Dadirai Chikwengo, Chairperson National Association of Non Governmental Organisations (NANGO) will analyze developments over the past month and look at scenarios for ways forward as seen by Zimbabwe's non governmental organisations. Ms Chikwengo was arrested shortly after the MDC announced its decision to disengage from the Government of National Unity. 

14:20
Gideon Shoko, Deputy Secretary General, Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions / Secretary General Amalgamated Railway Workers Union will address the conference on the plight of workers in Zimbabwe. Given that the MDC was born out of the labour union movement, trade union members and leaders have faced constant harrassment over the past 10 years, and Shoko was among those assaulted and detained during last year's political violence

14:35 – 15:00
Discussion

Panel 2: Relationship between Zimbabwe and the International Financial Institutions (IFIs).

In the discussion on re-engagement between the Zimbabwean Government and the international donor community, the role of the IFIs is of major significance. The Zimbabwean Government is currently discussing whether to apply for HIPC (Highly Indebted Poor Country) status as a way into debt relief. Some NGOs are critical, calling for a debt audit before debt cancellation.

15:00
Gail Hurley, EURODAD, will explain consequences of HIPC status and possibilities for debt cancellation.

15:10
Rutendo Hadebe, Chairperson Zimbabwe Coalition on Debt and Development, will present the discussions in Zimbabwe and explain the reasons for not wanting a HIPC status immediately.

15:20-15:40 Discussion

15:40 – 16:00 Coffee/Tea break.

Panel 3 – Donors role

The main donors have not provided any major direct government to government aid to the Zimbabwean Government since 2002. After the swearing in of the Inclusive Government in February 2009, some of the major donors sent their development ministers to Zimbabwe in to look at possibilities for changing this position. Following the visit of Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai to Europe, the European Commission re-opened negotiations with the Government of Zimbabwe in June 2009. However, the Berlin donor conference on October 26, which was attended by all the main donors, stated that conditions in Zimbabwe had not improved sufficiently for the resumption of direct budget support to the Government of Zimbabwe. 

16:00
Claudia Wiedey-Nippold, Head of Unit (Relations with the countries and the region Southern Africa) in DG Development at the European Commission will outline the main aspects of the current EU policy towards Zimbabwe. She will also discuss the steps required for the full normalisation of EU-Zimbabwe relations under the Cotonou framework. 

16:15
Mcdonald Lewanika, National Coordinator of the Crisis in Zimbabwe in Coalition will discuss Zimbabwean civil society's views on donor re-engagement with the Government Zimbabwe. Crisis Coalition was formed in 2001 to provide in-depth information on the situation in Zimbabwe.

16:30-17:00
Discussion

