ZIMBABWE: Weekly Update Monday 18 October 2010

1.
Implementation of the Global Political Agreement

· ZEN reported last week that the Inclusive Government was facing another crisis as President Robert Mugabe unilaterally appointed Provincial Governors. This week we report that the Prime Minister and his deputy Hon Thokozani Khupe failed to attend the Cabinet meetings although some of the MDC-T Ministers attended. In a move that will further damage the Inclusive Government, President Mugabe addressed a ZANU (PF) Youth League meeting whereat he lashed out at PM Tsvangirai, accusing him of being a sell-out. President Mugabe also indicated that elections would definitely be held mid next year as the Inclusive Government could not be extended for more than six months after its expiration in February. President Mugabe was also scathing of the Prime Minister’s views on the appointments of Governors and the Constitution, saying

“Some of the things that Tsvangirai does are stupid and foolish…He relies on Europeans to get advice. That’s why we need to have elections to end this inclusive government.”
2. 
Economy

· Businessman Mutumwa Mawere who fled Zimbabwe for South Africa 6 years ago following allegations of externalisation of foreign currency is now free to go back to Zimbabwe after a warrant for his arrest was cancelled on Thursday. Mr Mawere, owner of Shabani Mashaba Mines Limited fled Zimbabwe in 2004 after he was declared a specified person and a warrant for his arrest issued for allegedly externalising US$18 464 595,27, C$628 071,84 and ZAR4 515 367,48 from SMM Holdings Limited. He was specified along with other prominent businesspersons in Zimbabwe including James Makamba, founder of Telecel and former Meikles Chairman, John Moxon.  Many of those specified or accused of externalization have claimed that they are being targeted for takeovers of their businesses by political heavy weights.  
· The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revised upwards its growth outlook for Zimbabwe’s economy with a projection that real Gross Domestic Product with this year grow by 5,9 %, while next year it will grow by 4,5%. Inflation is expected to end the year at 4,7% and 7,8% in 2011. The good news is contained in the IMF World Economic Outlook Report for October, and is ascribed to a rebound in agriculture, mining and tourism. 
· Meanwhile, Surat Rough Diamonds Sourcing Limited of India has reportedly requested the Zimbabwean government for US$100 million worth of rough diamonds per month so that it can provide the country with technical assistance for cutting and polishing diamonds. In a letter written to Mines Minister Obert Mpofu, the SRDSL Chairperson Ashit Mehta is quoted as saying
"We request minister Mpofu and the government of Zimbabwe to facilitate the supply of rough diamonds, on a regular monthly basis, to the tune of $100 million, which will be on an annual basis of $1.2 billion of run of mine goods."

3. 
Rule of Law

· A 36-year-old man, Pilate Tshuma from Kezi District in Matebeleland South has been sentenced to 3 months in Prison without the option of a fine for declaring that he hates President Mugabe. The man, who was wearing a ZANU (PF) t-shirt at a bottle store earlier this year was apparently asked why his t-shirt did not have President Mugabe’s picture, to which he replied, “I removed Mugabe’s picture because I hate him”. Mr. Tshuma was then promptly arrested by plain-clothes policemen and was subsequently charged with undermining or insulting the head of state. ZEN has previously reported on cases in which Zimbabweans have been charged or imprisoned under the Criminal Law Codification Act in what amounts to suppression of freedom of expression. 

4. 
Right to Health 
· An outbreak of swine flue has been reported in Tsholotsho, Matebeleland North Province. Tsholotsho District Administrator, Mr. Themba Moyo, this week confirmed that the disease, known scientifically as Influenza H1N1, had been found. He confirmed that out of 300 cases suspected, 7 tests were done and 2 people have been identified as carrying the disease.  Mr. Moyo is quoted as saying

"I can confirm the outbreak of H1N1 in Tsholotsho district but I am not at liberty to shed more light at this stage.” 
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